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By Carol Volpe, Activities Director

The Orchards at Southington congratulates Audrey Vinci on her retirement

fter 35 years of setting an example of

excellence for assisted living professionals,
Audrey Vinci retired on Sept. 28. She served as
executive director of The
Orchards of Southington for
more than 15 years. A
Wallingford native and resident,
Audrey holds years of experience
in the healthcare field beginning
with her first job as a registered
nurse at Gaylord Hospital. She
segued into the skilled nursing
field and then assisted living.

As executive director, was responsible for every
facet of life at The Orchards, ensuring the
residents are comfortable, safe and happy in their
home. “They are proud of their home and love
showing other people around,” she said.

Under her leadership, The Orchards received
multiple awards, all well-deserved, she said. The
community prides itself on promoting
intergenerational relationships, establishing an
award-winning nature garden and butterfly
sanctuary, and adopting a “green” environment
with staff and residents on board. “We have a
great team here,” she said, adding they are
instrumental in making The Orchards the great
community that it is.

Her plans for retirement include sitting by the
swimming pool at her Florida condo, reading,
joining the Y, visiting friends and welcoming
family, including five
grandchildren. She and her

See Retirement on page 4

Audrey Vinci, executive director, center, receives
congratulations from Lisa Connolly, vice president, at
The Orchards of Southington 20th anniversary
celebration held Sept. 15. To the left is Dave Vinci.

By Lisa Connolly, NHA, MS, vice president,
Hartford HealthCare Senior Services

udrey Vinci, executive director of The

Orchards at Southington, officially
retired Sept. 28 after 15 years of dedication,
vision and leadership. During this time, The
Orchards has earned the reputation as one of
the finest residential communities in
Connecticut.

Audrey is a respected leader not only within
Hartford HealthCare Senior Services but in
the industry. Her expertise in creating an
environment that is both elegant and
comfortable is her signature. As a nurse,
Audrey holds the ALSA license for The
Orchards, Mulberry Gardens of Southington,

Cedar Mountain See Thank you on page 4
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Events listed on the top of calendar are regularly scheduled weekly functions
at The Orchards. Residents will be notified of any change in schedule or
location. All residents are welcome and encouraged to attend OUT TRIPS.

Trips are weather permitting.

Register for out trips with our receptionist.




An Exceptional Independent and Assisted Living Community
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husband, Dave, a registered nurse with the
Veterans Administration who plans on
retiring in December, anticipate volunteering
in the community. “You have to be busy,”
she said.

Thank you from page 1

Commons and Arbor Rose, and has a
successful history of deficiency free surveys
and regulatory compliance.

During her tenure, The Orchards has earned
some of the industry’s highest awards
including:

o Assisted Living Federation of America
Best of the Best for the WISE program

o Connecticut Assisted Living Association
Green Business Award

e Food Recovery Challenge Award

e GreenCircle Sustainability Award

o International Council on Active Aging
Innovation Award

e NuStep Pinnacle Award

e SeniorAdvisor.com Best of

Personally, Audrey received the Southington
Chamber of Commerce: Hospitality,
Generosity and Community Spirit Award.

In addition to overseeing the overall
operations of The Orchards, it was not
uncommon for Audrey to participate in

recreational programs both within and "
outside of the community with the residents. ] J
She, along with her husband Dave, The Orchards "
\froltént(?ered at nu}rilerous events and i at Southlngton

undraisers over the years in promotion o _
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Hartford HealthCare Senior Services.
We are appreciative and grateful for Audrey’s For more information, call
commitment to The Orchards over the last Antoinette Ouellette,

15 years. Her personal style, affection for our . retllrlemgnt counse;cl).r,
seniors, and leadership will be missed. We The Or(;t %2 OS 6a2t885();;6 ngton
v&gsh her all the best as she enters this next 34 Hobart Street, Southington, GT 06489
chapter. southingtonorchards.org
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